
 

 

A Few Notes 
 

Newsletter No 32 
 
 
 
Hello everyone, 
 
We have had an excellent 2018 so far, with success at MK Festival of the Arts Choral Competition and two 
excellent performances of the Summer Concert.  My role as the Musical Director gives me a great sense of 
pride and fulfilment.  I am very much looking forward to working with the choir on the new scores, whilst 
still including the older ones and so pleased that we will in future have double the rehearsal length which is 
so much better for learning.  I hope that most will be able to stay for the extra time and enjoy the benefits 
both musical and social.  I love our Community Choir - the opportunity to spend precious time each week 
with very special ‘music friends’.  Let’s Keeeeeep Singing �! 

 
Harmoniously yours, 

 
Jilly x 

 
Choir Rehearsals from 2 September 
 
Unless altered for a particular evening, we confirm that the revised timings for our rehearsals, starting in 
September, will be: 
 

4:30pm open doors and set up 
4:45pm warm up 
5:00pm session 1 
6:00pm tea break and notices 
6:20pm session 2 
7:15pm (prompt) finish rehearsal and pack 
7:30pm lock doors 

 
Should you forget, these timings are given on the Calendar page of the choir website. 
 
Choir Fees 
 
As we approach the start of the new term, the membership subscription (£15 per adult) is due. We do keep 
this fee to an absolute minimum and, as a result, do need prompt payment so that we can continue to pay our 
way.  

Claire Collier will be happy to take either cash or a cheque (payable to The Wing Singers) from you, or of 
course you can take an easier route and pay by bank transfer to:  

Barclays Bank plc  

Sort Code: 20-03-18  

Account: 63185923  

If you (or anyone you know) are unable to afford the termly subscription, help is available to anyone living 
in Wing Parish from The Wing Charities.  Applications – which are kept in the strictest confidence – 
should be made to: Revd Helen Barnes, The Vicarage, 27b Aylesbury Road, Wing LU7 0PD.  Claire Collier 
is only too happy to help anyone with the drafting of an application. 

The additional cost (for hall rental and accompanist fee) of the regular extended rehearsals comes to some 
£760 for the year.  We have been extremely fortunate to have received a grant from the Wing Parish Council 



 

 

to cover this for our first year, but we must anticipate having to seek approval from members for an increase 
in our (very minimal) termly fees at the next AGM.   
 
Musical Scores 
 
If any members forgot to order their new set of scores last term, please do so as they will be used during the 
coming term, together with the Christmas scores.  Orders can be placed through Liz Rockliff at her music 
business on (01494) 819966, or by email to stringsofpenn@hotmail.co.uk. 
 
Members may not realise it, but our current fees are only about one third of those of other choirs in the area, 
notably because Jilly gives all her time to the choir free of charge.  From time to time we hear a grumble 
when members are asked to buy new scores; we do realise that choirs charging about £45 per term do not 
always expect members to buy their own scores, whilst we do.  Nonetheless, bear in mind that the expense of 
buying new scores for The Wing Singers in the past 12 months has only been £15. 
 
Name Badges 
 
Now that we are having our refreshment break halfway through the rehearsal, there is a greater opportunity 
for everyone to meet other choir members – especially our newer members.  To make this easier, please pick 
up and wear your name badges, remembering to return them at the end of the evening. 
 
Milton Keynes Festival of the Arts Choral Competition 2019 
 
Following on our success earlier this year, we have now entered our choir for the 2019 choral competition 
that will again be held at The Ridgeway Centre in Wolverton, Milton Keynes.  As before we will be 
performing two pieces, with the event taking place during the early evening of Friday 15 March – so keep 
the date free! 
 
Fundraising for the Choir 
 
Do you remember that our choir is registered as a ‘good cause’ by EasyFundraising, from which our funds 
already stand to gain more than £560 (some of which has been received already) that can be used for the 
benefit of all members?  You can help to increase this with very little effort - and at no cost to you. 
 
One of our members has raised almost £200 for us just by shopping this way – including his online shopping, 
car tyres, package holidays, holiday travel and hotel bookings; another member has raised more than £100. 
 
As examples, choir members have raised this money for the choir through EasyFundraising when changing 
their energy supplier, booking hotels, flights or holidays, insuring their car or home and doing online 
shopping (Amazon, John Lewis, Expedia, uSwitch etc etc).  It is the trader that donates a small percentage of 
what you have paid – it costs you nothing extra. 
 
All you have to do is: 
 

1. Go to http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thewingsingers  
2. Sign up free of charge 
3. Get shopping as usual - your donations will be collected by EasyFundraising and automatically 
sent to The Wing Singers. It couldn't be easier! 

 
After that it’s very straightforward – you just gave to remember to visit the online trader via the 
EasyFundraising link each time you shop.  Lance Redler or Claire Collier are willing to help anyone to get 
started.  EasyFundraising has to date distributed well over £20 million to more than 90,000 good causes. 
 
Choir Calendar 
 
The choir website www.thewingsingers.org.uk is always kept up to date, so if ever in doubt about when or 
where we are meeting, times etc., just take a look at the Calendar page, remembering that there are separate 
sections in the Calendar for ‘Upcoming Performances’ and ‘Rehearsal Dates’. 



 

 

LAST FEW TICKETS REMAINING! 

 
Do You Like the Way that the Choir is Run? 
 
Do you like the way that the choir is run? What pleases you?  What doesn’t? 
 
Jill Neenan would welcome comments, ideas or suggestions about the choir from any members.  Ideally 
these are made via our email address, but a separate note to her is equally acceptable (praise is also 
welcomed of course!). 
 
Choir Contact Details.  Email messages for Jill Neenan (choral matters), or Lance Redler (membership and 
general administration), should be sent to wingsingers@yahoo.co.uk.  Please don’t contact Jilly direct unless 
it concerns your private tuition with her.  Lance can also be contacted by telephone on: (01296) 681286 or 
07769 942951.  The choir website is: www.thewingsingers.org.uk.     

 
27 August 2018 

 

West End to Wing 
Charity Evening in aid of SCANNAPPEAL - funding medical equipment for local patients  
 
Saturday 27th October 2018 at 7:30pm 
Wing Village Hall 
 
Tickets: £15 each, £12 concessions (in advance) from the ScannAppeal Box Office: 01494 734161 

 
 
A spectacular evening of classical crossover tribute music featuring the 
sounds of Sarah Brightman, Russell Watson and Andre Rieu. 
 
Wing’s very own sensational soprano Jill Neenan will be joined by 
charismatic baritone Richard Stark & virtuoso violinist Andrew 
Hubbard. 
 


