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Notes from Jilly 

Well done to everyone who sang at Wing Fest - it was a brilliant performance!  The photo captures a super 
moment during 'Do-Re-Mi' - we look rather polished don't you think?!  I was extremely proud to be the 
Musical Director and I do hope you felt a sense of achievement, joy and belonging. 

‘Fa – a long, long way to run…’ Wing Fest at Jubilee Green, 15 July 2017 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a personal welcome to our newcomers.  Our Community Choir is 
for everyone of all abilities, ages and musicality.  Richard Carrick has been a member of the Bass section 
from 'Day 1' and he has recently sent me an email about how our choir has been such a positive 
experience for him: 

Dear Jilly 

I was really surprised that some members of the Choir feel that they are not good enough to perform 
at performances.  I felt like that when I joined and then I thought – no, give it a go, and was really 
buzzing afterwards!  So to those people who are anxious - why not bite the bullet and give yourself a 
chance to experience what I did. It's just amazing!  I promise you will not look back. 
  
Richard Carrick 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Attached is a .pdf promoting four fundraising events in August, organised by Sophia Razak who is one of my 
private music students.  I am planning to enjoy 'Afternoon Tea' on Monday 21 August from 3pm, in 
Granborough, and I would be delighted for you to join me and my family.  Please do not contact me 
regarding booking/payment - the details are on the attachment - but please let me know if you are planning to 
attend on 21 August - the more the merrier!  NB: The deadline for booking afternoon tea is 12 August. 
 
Wishing you all a lovely, happy and relaxing summer and I look forward to our next rehearsal and Soirée on 
10 September. 

Harmoniously yours, 
Jilly x 

 
Summer Rehearsal Times 
 
Members will remember that we said that the reason for holding our rehearsals an hour later during the 
summer months was to give members and their families a little more time for outings etc. on a Sunday.  It 
clearly suited some more than others, inevitably, but our average attendance during May-July was 62 
compared with 61 for the same period last year.   
 
The Committee discussed this during its recent meeting, deciding that the May, June and July rehearsals in 
2018 will also be one hour later than the winter and spring terms.  The Calendar page on the website has 
been updated to show this. 
 
Choir Calendar 
 
The choir website is always kept up to date, so if ever in doubt about when we are meeting, times etc., just 
take a look at the Calendar page. 
 
Two new performance dates have been added to the Calendar: Saturday 19 August for a wedding in Wing 
and Friday 8 December for a wedding at the Old Dairy, Waddesdon Manor.  Each of these will be for only a 
small number of singers, hence with some selection inevitably having to be made by Jilly in order to get the 
right mix of voice types.  More details will follow nearer the time. 
 
Grants 
 
We are most grateful to Wing Parish Council for its generosity to the choir once again.  At the Council 
meeting in June our choir was granted £150 with which to buy a display stand, which members may have 
seen if they attended Wing Live on 30 June/1 July.  We were further granted £900 towards the professional 
fees of an occasional male voice tutor for tenors and basses and £300 towards the cost, as needed, of a relief 
Musical Director. 



 

 

Choir Folders 
 
Those who performed at Wing Fest on Saturday 15 July are asked to return their choir folders to Sheila or 
Mike Samuel when we meet again on 10 September. 
 
Recently Joined Members – Music Scores 
 
If you are a recently joined member of our choir and have not yet ordered a set of our music scores from Liz 
Rockliff, please do so soon to give Liz a chance to obtain them for the start of next term on 10 September.  
Liz is a choir member and knows what scores are needed; she can either be telephoned at her music business 
on (01494) 819966, or emailed at stringsofpenn@hotmail.co.uk.  
 
Until your scores arrive, you may of course continue to borrow a library folder for each evening’s rehearsal. 
 
Do You Like the Way that the Choir is Run? 
 
Do you like the way that the choir is run? What pleases you?  What doesn’t? 
 
Jill Neenan would welcome comments, ideas or suggestions about the choir from any members.  Ideally 
these are made via our email address, but a separate note to her is equally acceptable (praise is also 
welcomed of course!). 
 
Choir Contact Details.  Email messages for Jill Neenan (choral matters), or Lance Redler (membership and 
general administration), should be sent to wingsingers@yahoo.co.uk.  Lance can also be contacted by 
telephone on: (01296) 681286 or 07769 942951.  The choir website is: www.thewingsingers.org.uk.     
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