
 

 

A Few Notes 
 

Newsletter No 18 
 
 
Length of Rehearsals 
 
A while ago, in response to a request from a choir member, we invited members to say whether they would 
like the length of Sunday rehearsals to be increased.  This resulted in 48 saying ‘Yes’ and 16 saying ‘No’.   
 
In the light of this, at its meeting on 7 June the Committee decided that there was not sufficient support for 
lengthening normal rehearsals.  However, it was agreed that extended pre-performance rehearsals would be 
beneficial, as could occasional and separately arranged special workshops.  Such workshops would 
necessarily involve a charge as fees and expenses would have to be covered. 
 
Rehearsal Refreshments 
 
Having a ‘cuppa’ and a chat after rehearsals is popular, but the organizing of it in the kitchen has been rather 
ad hoc.  The tea/coffee/milk/sugar etc are provided, leaving the task of laying out the crockery, operating the 
water heater, preparing, serving and clearing up to a volunteer or volunteers. 
 
Would any member be willing to act as refreshment team leader, to form a group of volunteers willing to run 
the refreshment system, similar to Maggie Ryan’s register team?  If so, please let Lance know. 
 
Community Funding 
 
There are two local opportunities to obtain funding for our choir, which the Committee would ring-fence for 
helping towards the funding of special events, such as choir trips away.  These are: 
 

Waitrose - the Leighton Buzzard branch of Waitrose donates £1,000 each month in support of local 
community good causes.  This is divided between three ‘good causes’ chosen each month by store 
management, that customers then support by dropping tokens into one of three boxes near the 
checkout.  Members are asked to nominate our choir by completing a simple ‘Community Matters’ 
form from the container at the side of the token boxes, handing it in at the help desk.  Alternatively, 
Lance will have forms with him at rehearsals. 

 
Vale Lottery - The Wing Singers choir is registered as a beneficiary of the Aylesbury Vale District 
Council Lottery (Vale Lottery), that was established in 2015 to help raise funds for community 
causes.  Of every £1 weekly lottery ticket purchased, 50p will come to the choir if the purchaser 
elects to support it.  Tickets are paid for either by credit/debit card or by Direct Debit and purchasers 
can choose whether to buy a one-off or weekly ticket(s).  Arrangements can be cancelled at any time.  
To play, go to the website www.valelottery.co.uk.   

 
Wing Parish Church Floral Display 
 
We are immensely grateful to Helen Jeffers for producing such a delightful and fitting floral display, on 
behalf of The Wing Singers, at the Flower Festival in Wing Parish Church that started on 10 June to last over 
the celebration weekend.  Photos are shown overleaf. 
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Choir Contact Details.  Email messages for Jill Neenan (choral matters), or for Lance Redler (membership 
and general administration), should be sent to wingsingers@yahoo.co.uk.  Lance can also be contacted by 
telephone on: (01296) 681286 or 07769 942951.  The choir website is: www.thewingsingers.org.uk.      
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